From: Sue Krysac

Sent: March 22, 2022 4:22 PM

To: I

Subject: Response to registered letter
Attachments: Letter - Reverend Tom LaBonte.docx

Dear.,

This is in response to the registered letter dated March 15, 2022. You have stated that exemption requests are being
reviewed in accordance with the Ontario Human Rights Code. The Ontario Human Rights Commission’s website states
that: “organizations should generally accept in good faith that a person practices a creed, unless there is a significant
reason to believe otherwise.” Canada’s Bill of Rights acknowledges the supremacy of God and affirms the right of the
individual to life, liberty, and security of person, and freedom of religion without discrimination.

The letter indicated you lack information that | am a member of a religious establishment, that a requirement to
undergo rapid antigen testing per the policy prevents me from practicing my faith in a meaningful way, and that | have
not provided substantiation from a religious authority in support of my assertions. The policy did not provide any
parameters on how to apply for an exemption. The points included in the registered letter do not summarize my
declarations of a faith community or how this policy contradicts my faith. No previous request was made to me for
substantiation from a religious authority. | will attempt to address the information you highlighted in your letter and
provide a fulsome summary.

I am a member of the Christian church, which was established over 2000 years ago. This faith is based on being a
follower of Jesus Christ, who lived, died, and was resurrected. He saves us from our sins and gives us eternal life. This
religious establishment is not confined by language, race, nationality, geography, or buildings. | regularly engage with a
community of believers as we worship our Saviour, Jesus Christ, as has been the custom of my fellow believers for
thousands of years, and throughout the world. In the early years of the church, the apostle Paul addressed divisions
among believers as they identified with certain leaders. In 1 Corinthians 3:4-9, Paul said “For when one says, ‘I follow
Paul,” and another, ‘Il follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants
through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. | planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and he who
waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God'’s
field, God’s building.” Our identity is found in God as followers of Jesus Christ. The Bible is the Word of God and the
ultimate authority.

My religious faith requires that | have no other gods before the God of the Bible (Exodus 20:3 You shall have no other
gods before me). When Jesus was questioned about which is the greatest commandment in the Law, he said “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:36-38). In putting
God first in my life and loving Him with all of me, | diligently seek His will and His direction in my decisions. This involves
praying, searching the Bible, and seeking wise counsel from fellow believers. | have done this and continue to do this in
regards to the Municipality’s Vaccine and Testing Policy. In placing this decision before God, | have continually been led
to see that to give the Municipality authority over my body (vaccine or testing) would be to supplant God and to serve
or worship money (Matthew 6:24).
e | am created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27).
e Jesus commands me to render to God the things that are God’s (Mark 12:14-17), and this includes my life and
body.
e | have been purchased at the price of Jesus’ life and death. My body is a temple of the Holy Spirit. am no
longer my own and must glorify God in my body (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).
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e | am to present my body as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is my spiritual act of worship
(Romans 12:1).

Through these commands, | am convinced that to follow the Municipality’s vaccine and testing policy would be to break
faith with my God. These sincere and deeply held convictions are central to my faith.

To engage in testing at the Municipality’s command would be to engage in perpetual and intentional sin, and elevate
money as an idol. If | believe something to be wrong and choose to do it, | sin. Romans 14:22-24 says “The faith that
you have, keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the one who has no reason to pass judgment on himself for what
he approves. But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For whatever does
not proceed from faith is sin.” Similarly, James 4:17 says “So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for
him it is sin.”

There is forgiveness of sin through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, but this is not a license to sin. Romans 2:5 says
“But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God'’s
righteous judgment will be revealed.” Ignoring God’s will and intentionally sinning is antithetical to my faith. The core
of my faith is Jesus Christ. | strive to honour Him and seek forgiveness from Him for my sins.

The third item outlined in your letter indicates you are now requesting substantiation from a recognized leader of the
faith who is familiar with me. The Ontario Human Rights Commission website states “For creed protections, a person’s
creed belief needs only to be sincerely held. The focus is on the person’s sincerely held personal or subjective
understanding of their creed. They do not need to show that their belief is an essential or obligatory element of their
creed, or that it is recognized by others of the same creed (including religious officials).” As Christians, we are called to
always be prepared to give an answer for the hope we have in Jesus (1 Peter 3:15). Though not required by the Ontario
Human Rights Commission, | have openly shared how this is essential to my faith and include a letter from Reverend
Tom LaBonte.

| have attempted to explain my religious convictions specific to the Vaccine and Testing Policy. The central component
of my faith is this: | believe all have sinned (myself included) and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). The result
of this is death (Romans 6:23). God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans
5:8). My God promises that if we confess Jesus is Lord and believe He was raised from the dead, we will be saved
(Romans 10:9). | have died to sin and cannot continue to live in it (Romans 6).

| recognize that the Municipality may not agree with my beliefs and may pass judgment on my position. However, my
beliefs, my faith, and my religious convictions remain sincere and deeply held.

Respectfully,

Sue Krysac
EVP Case Manager/Eligibility Review Officer, Employment & Social Services
Municipality of Chatham-Kent
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